
WINTER 2025

From the President — 2024 Year In Review
I am pleased to report that 2024 was another productive year for Lake Erie Foundation (LEF). 
We participated in numerous events throughout 2024 including the Cleveland Boat Show, 
Catawba Island Boat Show and many speaking and educational engagements throughout 
the region. We hosted our “Celebrate the Lake” event in August with over 165 attendees 
who enjoyed a festive evening and were updated on the initiatives that LEF is working on. 
We continued spreading our mission, educating and broadening our membership, and we 
accelerated our efforts to make a noticeable impact in preserving and protecting Lake Erie!

Addressing harmful algae blooms with H2Ohio has been an impressive initiative of Governor 
DeWine and his administration and LEF applauds their leadership of this pursuit. Well over 40% of the farms in Northwest 
Ohio have signed up for programs in H2Ohio. ODNR has launched over 150 wetlands projects that have shown good 
results. There are some improvements in water quality, but unfortunately not as great as initially projected. LEF believes 
that more focus should be directed to fields that are considered “high phosphorus” or “old phosphorus” fields. It is not 
likely that an appropriate proportion of fields that have signed up for H2Ohio are considered high phosphorus. 

For the past two years, LEF has been promoting the need for greater focus on high phosphorus fields. We helped put 
together a White Paper that described recommendations to better target these high phosphorus fields. In addition, we 
have worked on a project that would install filters at the edge of high phosphorus fields. ODA is currently working on a 
project that involves these filters, ditches, and other methods to absorb the phosphorus as it runs off the field. Stay tuned 
as we determine the effectiveness of these projects. 

LEF continues educating the public on microplastic contamination, particularly the damage of single use plastics 
in Lake Erie and in our landfills. This initiative is a key priority for many residents along the lake. There is a significant 
amount of information regarding plastics in drinking water, some of which can be confusing as it applies more to plastic 
contamination in the oceans. This is a long-term issue and LEF is attempting to separate and ultimately focus on the issues 
pertaining most to Lake Erie. Along with public education, in 2024 LEF supported Eriesponsible, a nonprofit organization 
that initiates and executes beach clean-ups along the shores of Lake Erie as their 2024 beach clean-up sponsor. 

In closing, my sincerest thanks to all LEF members, donors and volunteers for your contributions to our critical mission. 
Because of your support, we continue to make a noticeable difference in preserving and protecting Lake Erie. Through 
knowledge, communication, and mutual respect, the mission of keeping this beautiful natural resource secure for 
generations to come is possible. Thank you for your help and support…all the best in the new year!

Jim Stouffer

Join LEF Today
Become a member of Lake Erie Foundation (LEF) and 
help us restore and protect Lake Erie for generations to 
come. Your tax-deductible contribution will help LEF work 
to ensure that Lake Erie’s waters are safe for drinking, 
fishing and swimming. Your support makes our efforts for 
advocating, educating, supporting innovative technology 
development, and legal defense a possibility. For more 
information regarding membership, visit LEF’s website at 
www.LakeErieFoundation.org or call 419-301-3743.

236 Walnut Ave 
Lakeside, Ohio 
43440

Thank You To Our 2024 Donors

Individual Donors
Cheryl Ackerman
Robert Allen
Ken Alvey
Todd & Mary Amsdell
Chuck & Terri Anderson
John & Carol Balch
Ken & Leah Baranowski
Barry Bennett
Larry & Karen Bettcher
Frank & Pearl Bird
Robert Biro
Bob & Mary Bleile
Roy & Felicia Bloom
Bradley Bond
Dennis & Kim Bring
Robert & Anne Butcher
Robert & Carolyn Campbell
Edgar Carlson
Carl Casato
Stephen & Johnette Cellier
Jane Clark
David & Jacquelyn Clark
Carol Clemons
Lenny Clouse
Barry Cochran
Jerry Cohen
Rob & Cindy Constien
David & Valerie Cooper
Richard Day
Peggy Debien
Thomas Decker
James & Julie Diethelm
Dorothy Douglass
Carole Dreffer
Darren Dunning
Robert Eble
Bobbi Englebeck
Robert & Karen Faflik
Mike Fitzgibbon
Larry Fletcher
Don & Gerri Foster
Craig & Rebecca Freeman
Karen Gillmor
Barbara Gravengaard
Gordon  Gray
Dennis & Pat Guerra
Ron & Tracy Guerra
Nena Hankins
Richard Hannon
Hal Hawk
Philip & Patty Hays
Bernard Heinl
Paul & Barbara Heinzerling

Dave & Sharon Herzer
Joseph & Carrie Hete
Pat & Denise Higgins
John & Carolyn Hill
Jubi Hillery
Andrew & Lynne Huddleston
Peter & Amy Huston
Julia Ineson
Karin Jacobson
Mary Jaeger
Jeffery & Mary Dana Johns
Roger & Kim Jones
Mike & Diane Kennedy
Colleen Kettunen
John & Marta Knight
Bud & Katie Koch
Duane Kokinda
Joanne Kopf
Gary & Marjorie Kresge
Rich & Jane Kusnir
Jared Laughbaum
Carol Leupp
Vince and Michele Lichtinger
Timothy & Gayle Liston
Gail & Jim Macmillan
Danette Martin
Rebecca Mazzeo
Kathryn McCarthy
Caise McHale
Tim McKenna
Bob & Vicki Merzweiler
Michael & Beth Meter
Patrick & Heather Militello
Mel & Jeannie Miller
Ann Miller
Michael & Kathleen Moeller
Jay & Terri Molter
Robert Moore
Terry & Sally Morgan
Terrence & Carol Murello
Matt & Michele Mueller
Mildred Neff
Gordon & Lynne Netschke
Kim & Sue Nixon
Lynda Nossaman
William Oatey
John Osborne 
Bill & Donna Owad
John Parker
Anthony Pastore
Kathleen Peltola
Michael Peppe
Craig & Deb Perkins
Brian & Susan Pero

Jeffrey Pontius
Charlene Prochazka
Tom & Stacey Reineke
William & Sheila Riat
Tim & Gayle Rink
John & Marie Ripich
H. Savery Rorimer
Virginia Rothman
Raffaele Ruta
Rich & Pam Ryan
David & Jennifer Sanders
Louis Schultz
Alan Scott
Scott Seabeck
Robert Seeman
Michael & Margaret Shade
James & Carolyn Shanklin, Jr.
Charles & Jacqueline Simon
Anthony Sindelar
Edward & Barbara Sivak
Edward Slabe, Jr.
Susan Smith
Richard Smith
Rob Spademan
Beckett Spreng  
Albert & Marcia Sprenger
Craig & Lindsay Steinbrink
Jamie Steinemann
Howard Stierwalt, M.D.
Don & Carol Stouder
David & Marilee Strang
Catherine Stroup
Candice Stryker-Irlbacher
Joseph & Rosalie Svete
Nancy Taylor
Richard Todd
Robert Todor
Dennis Tracey
William & Judith Tucholsky
Mary Lou VerMerris
Pete van Runkle
Scott & Kathy Venema
Ron Wallace
Bill & Pam Waltz
Michele Warholic
Tom Wasilewski
Patrick & Amy Welborn
Samuel Wellhausen
William & Annrose West
Lisabeth Wiley
Douglas Williams
William & Celeste Williams
Keith Winget
Craig & Darlene Wood 

Gerald & Valerie Woodley
Donovan Woods
Kyle & Jessica Wright
Tim Yanda
Edward & Connie Yobbagy
Erica Youster
Walter Zaremba
David & Denise Zavagno
Louise Zoeller

Lake Erie Defenders 
Thank you to these monthly 
donors who make an impact 
all year long! 
Anne Baughman
Joshua Boyer 
Brice Chidester
Monica Heineman 
Patrick Martyn
Jim Sustar 

Family Foundations
Dattilo Family Foundation
The DiSanto Family Foundation 
Dufour Family Charitable Fund
The Craig & Rebecca Freeman 
Donation Fund
Paul and Gail Fussner Charitable 
Fund
Michael & Jean Griffith Family 
Fund
Ron & Tracy Guerra Charitable 
Fund
The Richard C. Hannon, Jr. and 
Carol L. Hannon Charitable Fund
Hanway-McDevitt Charitable 
Lead Annuity Trust
Richard & Polly Marabito Fund
The S.S. Mack Family Foundation
Jones Family Charitable Fund
The Lozick Family Foundation
Marcucci Giving Fund
The Perkins Charitable 
Foundation
Sutton Family Foundation
VerMerris Family Charitable Fund

Patrick and Amy Welborn Family 
Charity Fund
William S. and Celeste C. 
Williams Fund
The Wolpert Fund

Foundations and Funds
Akron Community Foundation
The Bettcher Foundation
Charitable Foundation of 
Andersons Inc.
Cleveland Foundation
The Columbus Foundation
Dayton Foundation 
Depository
Fidelity Charitable Funds
FrontStream
Give Lively Foundation
Network for Good
The Perkins Charitable 
Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation

Business Donors
Baumann Auto Center
Catawba Connection, LLC
Clouse Construction Corp.
Crown Battery
Island Shamrock, Inc.
Kroger
Ospitek
Sweetums Signatures, LLC

Organizations
Catawba Island Garden Cub
Greater Cleveland Boating 
Association
EarthShare
Unity Spiritual Center

Special Thanks to Sponsors 
of Celebrate the Lake
The Andersons
DiSanto Family Foundation
Catawba Yacht Sales
Firelands Regional Medical 
Center
Kerricook Construction
Mansour Gavin
OMTA
Roppe
Ospitek
Pier 53 Marine
Riat Family
The Shamrock Companies
Shores & Islands
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

President Jim Stouffer

Vice 
President

Matt Fisher

Secretary
Lee 
Alexakos

Treasurer
Larry 
Fletcher

Board 
Member

Ron Wyss

BOARD MEMBERS

Ken Alvey
Rick Graham
Peter Huston
Paul Klein
John Lipaj
Leonard Partin
Dr. Chris Winslow
Ron Wyss

BOARD ADVISORS

Keleen McDevitt-Hanway
John Hull
Al Nickles

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mary Margaret Lavelle

Individual Members
Cheryl Ackerman
Diane Alexander
Bradford Borden
Dorothy Bourdeau
Anisa Broska
Sandra Campbell
Steve Clapper
Terry Dalrymple
Judy Didion
Michael Diskin
Dorothy Douglass
Richard Dunham
Betty Emery
Beth Gaul
Robert Hartz, Jr.
Walter Hess
Mary Jaeger
Patrick Kehoe
Teddi Keith-Morris
WesleyKunze
Fred Lemerand
Janet Mann
Rick Matts
Tim McKenna
Michael Meisler
Garrick  Mishaga
Terry Murello
John Nierlich
Lynda Nossaman
Richard Novak
John OBrien
David Ogram
Joe O’Shields
Anne Partin
Ken Schiltz
Louis Schultz
Sara Sherick
Ron Smith
Rob Spademan
Doug Sprague
Catherine Stroup
Harry Tipping
Curt Van Blarcum
Kathleen Varga
Michele Warholic
Tim Yanda

Family Members
Ken Alvey
Timothy Anders

Mark & Jackie Baker
Kathy Bentley
Roger & Rhoda 
Berkowitz
Brian Borden
Seth & Virginia Brown
Jeff Capretto
Jane Clark
Terry Dalrymple
Thomas Debbink
Russ & Maryann Dixon
Robert Dornauer, DDS
Charles & Patricia Everett
Robert & Karen Faflik
Gordon Gray
Mark & Sandra Ham
Philip & Patty Hays
Patrick & Denise Higgins
Rich & Linda Hohler
Jeff & Laurie Huber
Peter & Amy Huston
Colleen Kettunen
Larry & Deborah Kisabeth
Barry & Lynette Kroeger
Jim & Melinda Krost
Thomas Kucera
Rich & Jane Kusnir
Dan & Phyllis Lachowyn
Tony & Kim LaGruth
Kenneth Landon
Kathleen Lang-
kamp-Bentley
Gail & Jim Macmillan
Jack Madison
Steve & Linda May
Robert Mayle
Rebecca Mazzeo
Keleen  McDevitt
Bob & Vicki Merzweiler
Middle Bass Islands Men’s 
Club
David & Jeannine Moss
Janet Newman
Bill & Donna Owad
Ted & Anita Patrick
Joan Pogalies
Daniel Ring
Richard Salander, DDS
Ronald  Smith
Linda Smythe
Buzz Stenger

Dan & Amy Storer
Randy Strauss
Gary & Jane Toll
William Tracey
Andrea Ulrich
Scott & Kathy Venema
John Veres
Read & Lynda Wakefield
Ronald  Wallace
Jim & Jayme Ward
Janet West 
Douglas Williams
James Wood, MD
Charles & Barbara Yoost
Alexander Zimmerman

Patron Members
Lee Alexakos
Erin Astley, DDS
Roger & Paula Atkin
Don & Jamie Aubry
Robert & Karen Bell
Bradford Borden
Marsha Bordner
Thomas Brick
Cedar Point Property 
Owners Association 
Stephen & Johnette Cel-
lier
Gerald Cornell
Rosalie Croney
Kellie Deeter
Donald & Jennifer Dewald
James & Julie Diethelm
Janina Douglas
Daniel & Debra Drew
Bobbi Englebeck
Charles & Patricia Everett
Mark & Nancy Farmer
Cheryl Gaspar
Karen Gillmor
Chris Goliver
Judy Gorun
Ted & Catherine Greene
Mark & Tina Hablitzel
Kraig & Kay Hanneman
John & Kaye Harbal II
Thomas & Jeanne Hawk
Paul & Barbara 
Heinzerling
Kirsten Holzworth

Dennis & Cynthia Jackson
Brad & Patty James
Deborah Joanisse
Michael Kaufman
Bob & Patti Kelleher
Colleen Kettunen
Gilbert & Mary Koch
Gary & Marjorie Kresge
Mary Linda Kuhn
John & Paula Ladd
Paul Lincoln
Tom Manahan
Ed & Rose Markel
Steven May
Ben McCoy
John & Carol McKinney
David Mead
Philip & Kim Mendel
Mary Merrick
Meredith Meyer
Ann Miller
James Murley
Mark & Christine Musial
Ben & Jane Norton
David & Barbara Nostrant
Al ONeal
Ted & Anita Patrick
Michael Peppe
Brian & Susan Pero
William Rissler
Carol Robertson
Alison Rooney
John Rudnik
Pamela Russell
Neal & Nancy Sabino
Alan Scott
William Semans
Amanda Sines
Mike Slinger
Richard Smith
Stephen & Terry Smith
Richard Smith
David Sommerfeld
Todd & Christie  
Spaulding
Richard & Rebecca Spi-
nale
Al & Marcia Sprenger
Albert & Stephanie 
Sprenger
Andy & Sandy Stack

Dave & Marilee Strang
Buzz Stenger
Laura & Paul Stephan
James Sullivan
Robert & Maria Symonds
The Andersons
Anthony & Carol Tricomi
Craig & Lisa Tyler
Tom Wasilewski
Kristin Watt
Charles & Kimberlee West
Elizabeth Williams
David Zavagno
Louise Zoeller

Benefactor Members
Frank Baker
Baumann Auto Center
Laurence & Karen Bettch-
er
David & Valerie Cooper
David & Beth Eberhard
Matt & Lisa Fisher
Larry Fletcher
Ray & Karen Fuller
Tom Geiger, Jr.
Karen Gillmor
Rick & Elaine Graham
Great Lakes Publishing 
Company
Michael Kelty
Jack & Sue Lanphier
Richard & Karen Levin
Doug Lohse
Mary Merrick
Chuck Miller
Robert Moore
Mike & Laurie Morton
William Murphy
William Oatey
John Osborne
Jeff Pappas
Eric Rolf
Ken & Carol Sander
Russell Schmidt
Michael Simpson
Jim & Heather Stouffer
Bill Swann
Samuel Wellhausen
William & Annerose West

VIP Members
Adam & Vikki Briggs
Catawba Connection, LLC
Kent & Heather  
Dubbe
John Kratz
Rich & Jane Kusnir
Frank & Jocelyne Linsala-
ta
Judy Miller
Ospitek
William & Annerose West

President’s Circle 
Jon Mackay
Stan & Carol Manbeck
Edward Slabe, Jr.
David Strang
Patrick Sullivan  
Alan Sutton
Ron Wyss

Business Sponsors
Champions of Lake Erie
Catawba Island Club
Clemons Boats
Crown Battery
Erie & Anchor
OMTA
Spero Group
Spengler Nathanson P.L.L.

Protectors of Lake Erie
The Andersons
Catawba Yacht Sales
The Crew’s Nest
Southshore Marine

Preservers of Lake Erie
Bassett’s
Buckeye Sports Center
The Catawba Moorings, 
Gray-Dot Agency dba 
Koepke Insurance
Hartman Bartel Wealth 
Partners
International Belt Sales
Kopf Construction Corpo-
ration
Michigan Boating Indus-
tries Association

Norweco
Roppe
Sandusky Yacht Club
Strang Corporation
Sweetums Signatures

Guardians of Lake Erie
The Boardwalk Family
First National Bank
Hidden Beach Bar
Hotel on the Park
J & J Sales
Legacy Canvas Unlimited
Littoral Services, LLC
Middle Bass General 
Store
Oberwerk
Ospitek
Rescue Marine
Roundhouse
Schrock’s Marina

If there is an omission 
or error, we apologize 
and please contact Mary 
Margaret Lavelle at 
mmlavalle@
lakeeriefoundation.org for 
corrections.

Become a Business 
Sponsor
We invite businesses 
to join us in our mission 
by becoming a sponsor. 
By demonstrating 
your support with 
other businesses, we 
strengthen our collective 
voice and message to 
keep Lake Erie clean. 

Benefits we provide 
various benefits for our 
sponsors that includes 
your logo on our website, 
in printed and digital 
publications, highlights 
in our e-news, and much 
more. 

Thank You To Our 2024 Members & Business SponsorsLake Erie Foundation at the 2025 Progressive Cleveland Boat Show

2024 Tributes
Lake Erie Foundation Board and Staff share these gifts in memory and honor of family members, loved ones, and special people.  
These donations affirm the love and lasting memories created by Lake Erie to these special people. 
In Honor of Holly and Ray Brooks
Eileen Boldebuck  
Rebecca Cameron   
Al Carnicon   
Lindsey Golubic  
Michele Huffman   
Jack & Linda Madison  
Steven & Linda May  
Annette Mercer 
Rockey Piacentino  
The Catawba Moorings, Inc. 
Kyle Wendt

In Honor of Anya Kogan
Jessica Kaskov

In Memory of James Brouse
William & Karen Brose
Jared & Amanda Burkholder
Chuck & Diane Hinkle
Steve Sprow
Thomas Wade
    
In Memory of Dorothy Cassaro 
Schrock’s Marina

In Memory of Pat Dailey
Lisa Brohl
Karen Majewski
Julene Market
Anita McCann
Linda & Joe Shull

In Memory of Lynn Edward Dupuy
Julie Devore

In Memory of Catherine Dyer
Kimberlee Andrews

In Memory of Wesley Eastman
Mary Lim
Andrea Ziser 
Sharon Zumwalde

In Memory of Bill Fitzgerald
JC Fitzgerald

In Memory of Tom Hanway
Edmund George
Maria Santoferraro
Ann Smith

In Memory of Jeanette Henry
Doris Warren

In Memory of Alexandra Jeanette Marie 
Holmes
Norman & Shirley Klein

In Memory of Gary Hopp
Marc & Marcie Cassaro

In Memory of Padge Kiss
Patty Krein

In Memory of Linda Nevel
Louise Peterson 
Dan & Janice Stevens

In Memory of Dr. Carl Riemenschneider
Warren Russ

In Memory of Elaine Rizan
Cynthia & Sunil Chand

In Memory of Barbara Semans
Kathy Tabak

In Memory of John Stefano
Joe & Phyllis Bransky
Amy Coleman
Clara Dracka
Diane Klopfenstein
Frank & Jocelyne Linsalata
Craig Lippus
David & Patricia Soderberg

In Memory of Thomas Watson
Donna Aspengren
Holly Brady
Janice Fisher
Erica Gambardella
Karen Heckler
Jonathan Keller
Bill McDonough
John & Nancy Muscella
Keith Smith
Cynthia Watson

In Memory of Matt Zappala
Will Rausch

Lake Erie Foundation was well represented at the 2025 
Progressive Cleveland Boat Show. 13 volunteers and 
Board members spoke to over 475 people informing them 
of our mission and encouraging them to eliminate the use 
of single use plastics. We provided biodegradable straws 
and utensils to introduce folks as to how easy it is to say 
no to single use plastics. 

In addition, 90 attendees signed up for our monthly 
newsletter. Not receiving our emails blasts? Email 
mmlavelle@lakeeriefoundation.org and she’ll sign you up.

Peter Huston, LEF Board member is pictured here 
manning the booth. Peter volunteers for every LEF event 
and we appreciate all his efforts!
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