
WINTER 2024

From the President
I am pleased to report that 2023 was a productive year for Lake Erie Foundation (LEF) as we continued 
spreading our mission, broadening our membership, and accelerating our efforts to make a noticeable 
impact in preserving and protecting Lake Erie!. By having visibility at various boat shows and other 
events, legislative advocacy, and speaking and educational engagements, we advanced our work on 
the key initiatives outlined below. 

Addressing harmful algae blooms with H2Ohio has been an impressive initiative of Governor DeWine 
and his administration and we applaud their leadership of this pursuit. We also thank the Ohio 
Legislature and the scientific and academic community for their creative initiatives, oversight, and 
funding toward improving Ohio’s fresh water.  In the last four years, these entities have dedicated 
significant resources to this and other waterway improvement efforts. However, it has been suggested 
by leading scientists that H2Ohio is currently showing fragmented outcomes and therefore we could 
be one rainy spring away from again witnessing dangerous algae blooms. With the certainty of 
changing state leadership over time, LEF is concerned H2Ohio could lose some or all of its financial 
and programmatic support without tangible improvements occurring. LEF’s long-term perspectives 
encourage a more aggressive approach that reassures ongoing and sustained financial support to ensure the momentum towards 
success.

In particular LEF is leading an initiative that would incorporate filters, drainage ditches, and wetlands on fields that contribute to the 
most impactful phosphorus run-off.  We are advocating for $3 million in Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) funding for a pilot 
study of approximately 100 of these high phosphorus fields to show immediate improvement in managing them.

 The Ohio Department of Agriculture and The Ohio State University Agriculture Extension are currently resistant to start this project 
due to capacity limitations.  LEF believes the program is achievable with the assistance of an outside company to manage it. Our 
perspective focuses on collaboration and a sustained sense of optimism that with ongoing funding, progress can be made as 
diverse parties are brought together to develop alternative solutions and projects to overcome the challenges. 

LEF recently began educating the public on microplastic contamination in Lake Erie.  While there is a significant amount of information 
regarding plastics in drinking water, some of which can be confusing as it applies more to plastic contamination in the oceans, LEF 
is attempting to separate and ultimately focus on the issues pertaining most to Lake Erie. Along with public education, potential 
new efforts include supporting clean-up projects, and working with regional grocery chains to reduce plastic bags and plastic water 
bottles. We encourage you to help by “Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling”. 

In early December, we received news favorable to our position regarding the proposed Icebreaker wind turbine project. Media 
including Cleveland.com reported the project had been put on hold amid rising costs and other challenges that had delayed progress 
and dimmed its chances of success. The project developers, Lake Erie Development Corporation (LEEDCo), had several years ago 
seemed destined to achieve their goal of placing six wind turbines in Lake Erie about eight miles off Cleveland. Their current position, 
as reported in the article, is that they have made the difficult decision to temporarily halt the project.

We continue to monitor all potential wind farms in the Great Lakes. LEF is willing to share our perspectives and knowledge with 
others to prevent the Great Lakes from becoming the Silicon Valley of wind turbines.

It is important to note that LEF is not opposed to wind power as a component of a stable and balanced power grid. We are however 
opposed to the industrialization of Lake Erie and its’ almost certain negative impact on tourism, the fishery, boating and wildlife 
populations.  

In closing, my sincerest thanks to all LEF members, donors and volunteers for your contributions to our critical mission. Because of your 
support, we continue to make a noticeable difference in preserving and protecting Lake Erie. Through knowledge, communication, 
and mutual respect, the mission of keeping our beautiful natural resource secure for generations to come is possible. Thank you for 
your help and support…all the best in the new year!

Jim Stouffer

Join LEF Today
Become a member of Lake Erie Foundation (LEF) and 
help us restore and protect Lake Erie for generations to 
come. Your tax-deductible contribution will help LEF work 
to ensure that Lake Erie’s waters are safe for drinking, 
fishing and swimming. Your support makes our efforts for 
advocating, educating, supporting innovative technology 
development, and legal defense a possibility. For more 
information regarding membership, visit LEF’s website at 
www.LakeErieFoundation.org or call 419-301-3743.

236 Walnut Ave 
Lakeside, Ohio 
43440

Thank You To Our 2023 Donors

Individual Donors
Rollie & Jane Abel
Cheryl Ackerman
Evelyn Albrecht
Lee Alexakos
Ken Alvey
Todd & Mary Amsdell
Roger & Paula Atkin
Danah Balduff
Ken & Leah Baranowski
Ben & Mary Jane Barrett, Sr.
Catherine Bauer
Dean Beck
Steven Began
Paul & Judy Belazis
Robert Biro
Christopher Bitzer
Mary Bleile
John & Gerri Bolte
Bradford & Rebecca Borden
Joshua Boyer
Donna Bretz 
Theodore Brewer
Rob and Alyssa Briggs
Dennis & Kim Bring
Dale & Cynthia Brogan
Gary Brookins
Robert & Anne Butcher
Ed & Shirley Carlson
Ronald & Rose Cejer
Brice Chidester
Thomas Chimples
David & Jacqueline Clark
Jane Clark
Sharon Cleveland
Barry & Kathryn Cochran
Mary Coffee
Stephan & Sonny Cole
Janda Lee Ann Combs
Robert & Cynthia Constien
Eric Cook
David & Valerie Cooper
Richard Cottingham
John Craciun
Michael & Eileen D’Amato
Tom Dattilo
Peggy Debien
Thomas Decker
Kellie Deeter
James & Julie Diethelm 
Janina Douglas 
Dorothy Douglass
James Dowling
David & Carole Dreffer

Richard & Nancy Dunham
Darren Dunning
Robert Eble
Barry & Marlene Edelstein
Charles & Patricia Everett
Larry Fletcher
Don & Gerri Foster
Doug & Trudy Foster
Craig & Rebecca Freeman
Thomas & Michele Frohman
Christine Fuller
Paul and Gail Fussner
Manuel Garcia
Cheryl Gaspar
Ronald Gedrich
Karen Gilmor, PH.D.
Judy Gorun
Arthur Goss
Michael & Jean Griffith 
Dennis & Pat Guerra
Ron & Tracy Guerra
Kirk Gutmann
Howard & Suzanne Hallas
Charles & Carole Hanhauser III
John & Kaye Harbal II
Greg Hartman
Robert & Mary Hartz
Phil & Patty Hays
Monica Heineman
Bernie Heinl
Paul & Barbara Heinzerling
Allen & Maureen Helms
David & Sharon Herzer
Patrick & Denise Higgins 
H. John  Hildebrandt
Maxwell Hill
Laura Hnat
David & Beth Hoffman
Robert & Mary Holley
Edward & Wendy Horvath
Lee Howley
Jeffrey Hurt
Karin Jacobsen
Kim & Roger Jones
Robert & Patti Kelleher
Rachael Silver-Kessler
Frank & Dolores Kinn
Larry & Deborah Kisabeth
Gilbert & Mary Koch
Charles & Kathleen Koch
Edward Kochalski
Duane Kokinda
Richard & Kati Kolinski
James & Melinda Krost

Richard & Jane Kusnir
Dan & Phyllis Lachowyn
Paul & Elizabeth Laffay
Elizabeth Laffay
Vince and Michele Lichtinger 
Gregory Lile
Michael & Pamela Long
Jon Mackay
Jack Madison
Deepak & Judith Malhotra
Stan & Carol Manbeck
Janet Mann
Ed & Rose Markel
June Mathis
Jim & Charlene Maxen
Steven & Linda May
Peter & Rebecca Mazzeo
Christine McCann
Walter McGee
Hollis & Mary Merrick
Robert & Vicki Merzweiler
Doug & Ann Metz
James Miears
Chuck & Jerri Miller
Ann Miller
Judy Miller
Garrick Mishaga
Jay & Terri Molter
Judy Monaghan, M.D.
Robert Moore
Matt & Michele Mueller
Terry & Carol Murello
James Murley
Mark & Christine Musial
Kirk Nevins
Gwen Nichols
John Obrien
John Olscewski
Pam Oney
Anthony Pastore
Ted & Anita Patrick
Joe Payton
Mike & Kathy Peppe
Craig & Deborah Perkins
John Postle
Thomas & Stacey Reineke
Bill & Sheila Riat
Daniel Ring
Britton Rink
John & Marie Ripich
Bonnie Robbins
James & Celeste Robson III
Matthew & Elizabeth Rohr-
bacher

John & Joanne Rohrer
H. Savery Rorimer
Guy Rosa
Virginia Rothman
Paul Rothschild
James Rumbarger, DDS
Karen Russo
Raffaele Ruta
Neal & Nancy Sabino
Ken & Carol Sander
Ken & Paula Sauer
Jeffrey & Vivian Schoenberger
Louis Schultz
Alan Scott
Robert & Karin Seeman  
Kathe Serbine
Robert Shank  
James & Carolyn Shanklin, Jr.
Kevin Showe
Richard Siess
Charles Simon
Amanda Sines
Edward Sivak
Edward Slabe, Jr.
Mike Slinger
George & Lorraine Slogik
Steve & Terry Smith
Richard Smith
Linda Smythe
Scott & Teresa Snow
David Sommerfeld
Beckett Spreng
Sylvia Stevens
Dr. Howard Stierwalt
Donald & Carol Stouder
Randy & Janet Strauss
Jim Sustar
Susan Sutton
Joseph & Rosalie Svete
Leonard Syrek
Michael Tessmer
William Thompson
Brandon Thompson 
Corey & Victoria Timko
Judy Tracey
Anthony & Carol Tricomi
Daniel & Karen Tuleta
Suzannah Valdivia
Scott & Kathryn Venema
Kathleen Vespe
Bob & Carol Vincent
Lois Wagner
Ronald Wallace
Russell & Doris Warren

Linda Washkewicz
Patrick & Amy Welborn
Sam Wellhausen
William & Annerose West
John & Kathryn Wetli
William & Celeste Williams
Douglas Williams
Keith & Marty Winget
Thomas & Mary Wiseman
Therese Witt
Susan Wolpert
David & Donna Wonnell
Craig & Darlene Wood  
Gerald & Valerie Woodley
Donovan Woods
Don & Colleen Wright
Kyle & Jessica Wright
Timothy Yanda
William Yark
Louise Zoeller
Joseph & Patricia Zwisler

Business Donors
African Safari Wildlife Park
Amazon Smiles
Brookfield Properties
Clemons Boats
Crush Winebar LLC
Lake Erie Living
Daly’s Ltd.
Erie & Anchor, LLC
Havinfun Too LLC
Herls Harbor, Inc.
Hotel Kilbourne
Innovative Excavating
Roy’s Diesel Service
Jaxbar 
J Bistro
Kharma II, LLC 
Lakes Eleven
Lakelynn Design LLC
Magroup LLC 
Paddle & Climb, LLC
Paradise Pier LLC
Sandusky Bay Lodging
Sandusky Tours LLC 
Shore House Tavern

Sidebar LLC 
Small City Taphouse
Solstay 
Shores & Islands
The Fabulous Female 

Organizations
Cardinal Health Foundation
Catawba Island Garden Cub
EarthShare
Guadian of Wildlife
Lake Ridge Academy

Foundations and Funds
AAkron Community 
Foundation
Charitable Foundation of 
Andersons Inc.
Cleveland Foundation
The Columbus Foundation
Dayton Foundation 
Depository
Fidelity Charitable Funds
FrontStream
Give Lively Foundation

Network for Good
The Perkins Charitable 
Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation
Walmart

Family Foundations
The DiSanto Family 
Foundation 
Paul and Gail Fussner 
Charitable Fund
Michael & Jean Griffith Family 
Fund
Jones Family Charitable Fund
The Lozick Family Foundation
Marcucci Giving Fund
The Perkins Charitable 
Foundation
Sutton Family Foundation
Patrick and Amy Welborn 
Family Charity Fund
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President

Matt Fisher

Secretary
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Larry 
Fletcher

Board 
Member

Ron Wyss

BOARD MEMBERS

Ken Alvey
Rick Graham
Peter Huston
Paul Klein
John Lipaj
Leonard Partin
Dr. Chris Winslow
Ron Wyss

BOARD ADVISORS

Keleen McDevitt-Hanway
John Hull
Bill Myers
Al Nickles

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mary Margaret Lavelle

Individual Members
Donald Adams
William Behe
Dorothy Bourdeau
John Broska
Robert & Ann Butcher
Steven Clapper
Barb Clemons
Terry Dalrymple
Kellie Deeter
Dorothy Douglass
Richard Dunham
Darren Dunning
Edward Favre
Sue Gomez
James Henline
Laura Hnat
Joe Johnson
Mary Margaret Lavelle
Richard Lehto
Kit Lucey
Fred Lemerand
Dana Marolt
Rick Matts
Michael Meisler
Garrick Mishaga
Michael Moeller
Michele Myers
John Nierlich
Lynda Nossaman
John OBrien
David Ogram
Joe Oshields
Jonathan Petrus
Lauryn Ronis
Ken Schiltz
Louis Schultz
Sara Sherick
Amanda Sines
Linda Smythe
Michael Tessmer
Harry Tipping
Bill Tracey
Suzannah Valdivia
Curt Van Blarcum
Joe Vanecek
Kathleen Vespe
Diana Votava
Russell & Doris Warren
Linda Washkewicz

Family Members
Rollie & Jane Abel
Evelyn Albrecht
Ken Alvey
Roger & Paula Atkin
Mark Baker
Mark & Lisa Berens
Dennis & Kim Bring
Paul & Cathy Burger
Roland & Linda Burke
Kevin Busarow
Ronald & Rose Cejer
Doug Cellier
Jane Clark
Thomas Debbink
Donald & Jennifer Dewald
Russell & Maryann Dixon
Robert Dornauer
H. Daniel & Debra Drew
Arthur Goss
Don & Marge Gross
Mark & Sandra Ham
John & Kaye Harbal
Philip & Patty Hays
Patrick & Denise Higgins
John & Carolyn Hill
Rich & Linda Hohler
Jeff  & Laurie Huber
Peter Huston
Terence Imbery
Julia Ineson
Cheryl & Leo Janik
Mark & Deanna Johnson
Paul Klein
Gilbert & Mary Koch
Larry & Joann Krejci
Barry & Lynne Kroeger
Dan & Phyllis Lachowyn
Tony & Kim Lagruth
Jack Madison
Robert Mayle
Robert & Vicki Merzweiler
Middle Bass Islands Men’s 
Club
Janet Newman
David Nostrant
Thomas Owens
Ted & Anita Patrick
Ted Patrick
Margaret Pring
George & Alison Rooney

Guy Rosa
Michael & Peggy Russell
Jim & Diane Scott
Drew & Laurie Severs
Michael & Beth Suntala
Robert Szweda
Scott & Kathy Venema
John Veres
Read & Lynda Wakefield
Ronald Wallace
Mark Weiss
Douglas Williams
Arthur Wolf
James W. Wood, M.D.
Rob Wurth
Allen Yoder
Charles & Barbara Yoost
Alexander Zimmerman

Patron Members
Lee Alexakos
Chuck & Terri Anderson
Don & Jamie Aubry
Mindy Bartholomae
Baumann Auto Center, 
Inc.
Bob & Karen Bell 
Bradley Bond
Brian Borden
Bradford Borden
Thomas Brick 
Shawn & April Brown
Chris & Gretchen Bueter
Mark Callahan
Robert & Carolyn Camp-
bell
Cedar Point Property 
Owners Association
Stephen Cellier
Dan & Mary Jane Clark
Jane Clark
Gerald Cornell
Rosalie  Croney
Thomas Decker
Daniel Delahunt
Robert Fischer
Matt Fisher
Ray & Karen Fuller
Ted & Cathy Greene
Mark & Tina Hablitzel
Harbor Side Boat Sales

Thomas & Joanne Hawk
Christopher Hobbs
Dennis & Cindy Jackson
Brad & Patty James
Michael Kaufman
Colleen Kettunen
Gilbert & Mary Koch
Lakeview Road Associa-
tion
Kenneth Landon
Gregory Lile
Paul Lincoln
Rick & Frannie  Mack
Tom Manahan, Jr.
Peter & Rebecca Mazzeo
Walter McGee
David Mead
Meredith Meyer
Ann Miller
Jeffrey Morgan
Derek & Kathleen Munger
Brian & Gwendolyn Nich-
ols
Gwedolyn Nichols
Ben & Jane Norton
Allan & Karen Oneal
William & Donna Owad
John Parker
Joseph & Susan Payton
Michael & Cathy Peppe
Chris & Shelley Price
Jeff Reutter
William Rissler
Carol Robertson
John Rudnik, Jr.
Pamela Russell
Dave Ryan
Richard & Virginia Saland-
er
Jeff Schaeffer
Norman Schultz
Scott Seabeck
Margaret Shade
John & Jan Shie
Michael Simonis
Mike & Cheri Slinger
David Sommerfeld
Richard & Rebecca Spi-
nale
Albert & Stephanie 
Sprenger

Andy & Sandy Stack
Buzz Stenger
Paul & Laura Stephan
Robert Symonds
Tony & Carol Tricomi
Craig & Lisa Tyler
Samuel Wellhausen
Elizabeth Williams
Louise Zoeller

Benefactor Members
Erin Astley
Chris & Marney  Belli
Marsha Bordner
Chris & Gretchen Bueter
Sharon Cleveland
J. KevinCogan
David & Valerie Cooper
Patricia DeConcini
David & Beth Eberhard
Larry Fletcher
Karen Gilmor, PH.D
Rick & Elaine Graham
Elizabeth Harr
Robert & Sharon Hickson, 
Jr.
Michael & Marcia Kelty
Frank Kinn
Jack & Sue Lanphier
John & Annette Lipaj
Doug Lohse
Shaun & Darla McMackin
Meinke Marina Boat Club, 
Inc.
William Oatey
John Osborne
Len & Glenda Partin
Brian & Susan Pero
Eric & Peggy Rolf
Guy Rosa
Ken & Carol Sander
David & Jennifer Sanders
Jason & Holly Therrien
Peter Van Runkle
Thomas Wasilewski
Annerose & William West

VIP Members
Adam Briggs
Chris Bueter
Michael Griffith
Richard Hannon, Jr.
John Kratz
Frank & Jocelyne Linsala-
ta
Judy Miller

President’s Circle 
DiSanto Family Founda-
tion 
Mike & Laurie Mor-
ton 
Patrick Sullivan 
Paul Tomick
Craig & Darlene 
Wood 
Ronald Wyss 

Business Sponsors
Bassett’s
Buckeye Sports Center
Catawba Moorings, Inc.
Catawba Yacht Sales LLC
Clemons Boats
Crown Battery
Erie & Anchor
Great Lakes Skuttlebutt
Hotel Kilbourne
Hotel & Leisure Advisors
Hotel on the Park/Round-
house
J & J Sales
Koepke Insurance
Kopf Construction Corpo-
ration
Michigan Boating Indus-
tries Association
Middle Bass General 
Store
Oberwork Corp.
Roppe
Sandusky Yacht Club
South Shore Marine
The Andersons
UBS Financial Services

If there is an omission 
or error, we apologize 
and please contact Mary 
Margaret Lavelle at 
mmlavalle@
lakeeriefoundation.org for 
corrections.

Become a Business 
Sponsor
We invite businesses 
to join us in our mission 
by becoming a sponsor. 
By demonstrating 
your support with 
other businesses, we 
strengthen our collective 
voice and message to 
keep Lake Erie clean. 

Benefits we provide 
various benefits for our 
sponsors that includes 
your logo on our website, 
in printed and digital 
publications, highlights 
in our e-news, and much 
more. 

Go to our website to 
see all the benefits or 
contact mmlavelle@
lakeeriefoundation.org.

Thank You To Our 2023 Members & Business SponsorsWelcome to New Volunteers!

2023 Tributes
Lake Erie Foundation Board and Staff share these gifts in memory and honor of family members, loved ones, and special people.  
These donations affirm the love and lasting memories created by Lake Erie to these special people. 
In Memory of Steven R. Bauermeister
Anderson Concrete Corp.
Leslie Bixby
Buckeye Ready-Mix LLC
Martin & Charlotte Childers
Jerry & June Flynn
Susan Frank
Ernest & Mary Halal
Ken & Grace Harwood
Tammy Lewis
James (Don) Miears
Barbara Ohly
Kelly Wagner

In Memory of Michael Brenneman
Mike & Karen Hopkinson

In Memory of Anna DeFabbo
Pam Oney

In Memory of Wayne Dill
Chrystal Maneval

In Memory of Steve Dixon
Mary Beth Casey
Abby Delamotte

In Memory of Bill Fitzgerald
Karen Hardy

In Memory of Charles “Bud” Gehring
Adam & Jane Hawley
Crystal Miller
Valerie Miller

In Honor of Bettyann & Farley Helms
Heather Stefanski

In Memory of Brian Ingold
Molly Bachelor

In Memory of Walter “Bud” Lipinski
Sharon Lipinski
Local Union 392
Michael Sherman

In Memory of Patrick Myer
Chris & Casey Haley

In Honor of Blake Myers
Kerry Lozito

In Memory of Craig Cowie
Liz Hand

In Memory of Michael Fischer
McMaster-Carr Supply Co.
 
In Memory of David L Gaspar
Douglas Carey
Cheryl Gaspar

In Memory of Tom Hanway
Amy & Adam Behal
Steve Healy
Edmund George
Dan & Gail Hibbeln
Kerricook Construction
Lou Ella Lewis
Keith & Karen Porchetta
Kim Smith
Judy & Skip Taylor
Sandra Thackeray

In Memory of Denis M. Hurley
Patrick & Anita Crotty
David Klacko
Bill & Gail Lavigne
David Lewandowski
Kate Owens
Philip Rivkin

In Memory of Kevin Kelley
Karen Braun

In Memory of Trisha Milano
Sarah Tenorio

In Memory of William Rourke
Jo Lyman

In Memory of Jim Ogren
Deborah Kassle-Day

In Honor of Shores & Islands
Linda John

In Memory of Brian Smith
Thomas Ferrell

In Memory of William Smith
Jean Alexander
Beth Brewer & girls
Robert & Cynthia Constien
Marsha Curry
Ric & Janice Ellis
Sam Gerber
Claudia Kieselhorst
James & Cathy Lawrence
Robert Markwell
Gary & Karen Privett
Beckett Spreng

In Honor of Catherine Stroup
Eric Tarbox

In Memory of Keith Winget
Stephanie Teuscher

The 2024 Progressive Boat Show introduced our newest 
volunteers, Mike & Leah Hydzik to Lake Erie Foundation! 
Mike & Leah are pictured here with LEF Board member 
Ken Alvey who’s showing them the ropes. 

The Hydzik’s are passionate about Lake Erie and spend 
much of their free time enjoying the lake. 

Volunteers are the backbone of our events! 

If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to  
mmlavelle@lakeeriefoundation.org. 


