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From the President
I’m pleased to report that 2019 was a highly productive year for 
Lake Erie Foundation (LEF). From outreach events, to advocacy, 
to spreading our mission and adding to our membership; LEF made 
a noticeable impact in preserving and protecting Lake Erie! LEF 
Board members were involved with and often led meetings that 
promoted the collaborative strategy that will help resolve issues 
affecting Lake Erie. Board members delivered impactful presen-
tations on the need for an Environmental Impact Study for the Ice-
breaker Wind Turbine project and initiated a drive gathering 6,000 
signatures to voice concern regarding the project. Board members 
had a presence at the annual HOW (Healing our Waters) conference 
in Washington D.C., and at numerous yacht club, service club, and 
other such gatherings throughout the region to promote LEF’s mis-
sion. 
LEF has stated, and firmly believes, there can be a clean Lake Erie 
while still allowing for profitable farming. We continue to commu-
nicate with key players discussing the importance of addressing the 
management of manure on Ohio’s animal farms. Based on sound 
research and science, LEF has consistently taken the position that 
all nutrients, whether from commercial fertilizer or manure, should 
be applied at the agronomic rate; the amount of nutrients to suc-
cessfully grow a crop.  We recognize these standards are potentially 
more difficult and costly for livestock farmers.  Accordingly, we 
want to utilize available funds and resources to determine what is 
required to assist these animal farms transport and/or manage their 
manure more effectively.  In early August LEF Board members par-
ticipated in a key meeting with Governor DeWine and other major 
stakeholders to discuss what practices and initiatives could be sup-
ported by the agriculture community in reducing nutrient runoff. 
In July LEF Board members visited the Blanchard Demonstration 
Farms between Upper Sandusky and Findlay to continue build-
ing relationships with the Ohio Farm Bureau and farmers who are 
working diligently to reduce their phosphorus footprint.  LEF has 
promoted the idea of learning from the practices that have shown 
success at these demonstration farms and expanding those manage-
ment practices to a sub-watershed in Northwest Ohio. Farmers in 
that watershed would then be given assistance to consistently im-
plement those practices.  After a year or two, the water downstream 
would be monitored to determine which practices were making a 

difference.  If successful, there 
could be accurate estimates on ex-
tending these practices throughout 
Northwest Ohio and ultimately 
the entire state. Additionally, LEF 
promotes the reduction of single 
use plastics and in 2019 partnered 
with  ABSOLUT®VODKA for 
their “Skip the Straw” campaign 
for Lake Erie.  We thank them for 
their financial contribution to LEF 
and for making this commitment 
to a healthier lake…and water-
ways throughout the world.
LEF was also a title sponsor for this past September’s “State of Sci-
ence” meeting in Toledo with over 300 attendees.  One of the day’s 
key sessions was a roundtable with the Ohio Directors of Agricul-
ture, EPA, ODNR, and Lake Erie Commission. United with Ohio’s 
leading academic and science community, significant knowledge 
and data will drive clean water initiatives.  We also enjoyed a pres-
ence at many events throughout 2019 including the Cleveland Boat 
Show, Catawba Island Boat Show, Lakeside Boat Show, Sandusky 
Pride event and the Biggest Week in American Birding. Our events 
committee is developing exciting plans for 2020 events.  Multiple 
mailings to numerous organizations increased our membership and 
awareness of LEF; additional outreach is planned for this year. We 
also added two new advisors to the LEF Board: Peter Huston, Di-
rector of the Put-in-Bay Chamber of Commerce, and Dr. Tim Da-
vis, Professor of Biological Sciences from Bowling Green State 
University. 
In closing, my sincerest thanks to all LEF members, donors and 
volunteers for your contributions to our critical mission. Because 
of your support, we continue to make a noticeable difference in 
preserving and protecting Lake Erie. Through knowledge, commu-
nication and mutual respect the mission of keeping our beautiful 
natural resource secure for generations to come is possible!  Thank 
you for your help and support…all the best in the new year!

-Jim Stouffer, Jr.
President, Lake Erie Foundation

Jim Stouffer

Join LEF Today
Become a member of Lake Erie Foundation (LEF) and help us 

restore and protect Lake Erie for generations to come. Your tax-

deductible contribution will help LEF work to ensure that Lake 

Erie’s waters are safe for drinking, fishing and swimming. Your 

support makes our efforts for advocating, educating, supporting 

innovative technology development, and legal defense a possibility. 

For more information regarding membership, visit LEF’s website at 

www.lakeeriefoundation.org or call 419-301-3743.

Lake Erie Foundation thanks Governor DeWine and his administration 
for the significant time and effort that went into developing the initial 
steps of the “H2Ohio” plan. LEF also appreciates the efforts of the 
Ohio legislature for allocating $172 million in funds, and the many 
collaborative partners who helped build the plan. 
The Governor unveiled the plan’s details on November 14 along the 
shores of Lake Erie in Toledo stating “my H2Ohio plan is a dedicated, 
holistic water quality strategy with long-lasting solutions to address 
the causes of Ohio’s water problems, not just the symptoms.” 
Since the beginning of the DeWine administration, LEF has been 
a resource to him and his team on issues related to protecting the 
lake. Many of the H2Ohio plan components are activities that LEF 
has been advocating for since the organization was first formed, 
primarily reducing phosphorus runoff and preventing algal blooms 
through increased implementation of agricultural best practices. The 
plan provides economic incentives to farmers who develop a nutrient 
management plan that includes a combination of these best practices.
Other plan goals include creation of wetlands, improving wastewater 
infrastructure; replacing failing home septic systems; and preventing 
lead contamination in high-risk daycare centers and schools. 

While all of these methods of addressing Lake Erie’s challenges 
have the potential to provide positive benefit, LEF does have concern 
that according to details now available, many of the recommended 
actions are voluntary in nature. And while there are dollars available 
to offset the cost to those who choose to “do the right thing”, to a 
certain extent this voluntary approach has been unsuccessful in the 
past. Furthermore, these financial incentives are being made available 
even to farms that have already incorporated best management 
practices into their operations, as opposed to directing the dollars to 
farms with fields in the greatest need.   
Jim Stouffer, President of the LEF Board of Directors, commented, 
“we compliment Governor DeWine for taking on this challenge and 
are encouraged by the goals he and his team have set forth. Our hope 
is that our friends in the agricultural community will fully engage 
with this plan; this will in turn benefit their operations and our Great 
Lake Erie”. 

LEF Compliments Gov. DeWine on H2OHIO Rollout
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Asian Carp in the Great Lakes A Potential Disaster 
Thousands of Big Head and Silver Carp are in the Illinois Waterway 
and are now less than 55 miles from Lake Michigan.  They are just 
a few miles south of dispersal barriers, currently the only detriment 
keeping them from reaching the Great Lakes.
Both the Big Head and Silver Carp are filter feeders, primarily eating 
phytoplankton and zooplankton; up to 40% of their body weight a 
day.  At this rate, native fish cannot find enough food to grow or even 
survive.  There are examples where these carp have already decimated 
native fisheries. In parts of the Mississippi River, they make up 90% 
of the river’s biomass. Since Lake Erie has more fish than all of the 
other Great Lakes combined, the devastation to the lake’s aquatic 
balance would be catastrophic.  Young of the year fish would starve 
and our lake’s world-renowned walleye fishery would be a shadow 
of itself.  Additionally, the Maumee and Sandusky Rivers have been 
determined to be ideal spawning sites for these carp species because 
their flow rates are compatible to the needs of the semi-buoyant eggs 
laid by both species.  The problem is magnified by the fact that both 
species can reproduce multiple times a year.
Silver Carp can also become severe safety hazards for boaters.  Most 
people have seen the videos showing numerous fish leaping around a 
boat as they react to vibration from motors.  Serious injury can occur 
if one is struck by a fish able to grow to 100 pounds!
To ensure that these fish do not reach the Great Lakes, another barrier 
system needs to be put into place.  The United States Army Corp 
of Engineers (USACE) has recommended to Congress a plan to 
modify the Brandon Road Lock and Dam; a system of locks that 
links rivers to the south of Chicago to Lake Michigan. The USACE 
projects seeks to block the fish in these rivers while still maintaining 
commercial navigation.  
The lock and adjoining channel would contain sonic impulses, an air 
bubble curtain, an electric barrier and a flush-out system.  This project 

scope has a price tag of over $800 million and as always, funding is a 
challenge.  All of us in the Great lakes should be encouraging our state 
and federal legislators to authorize funding for this USACE project.  
Even with a July 2020 contract date, it would be 2027 before work 
is completed.  The Brandon Road project is critical to protecting the 
Great Lakes that support a $7 billion fishery, tens of billions in annual 
tourism related spending, and millions of jobs. 
An additional threat is a third species of Asian Carp, the Grass Carp, 
that has been found in both the Maumee and Sandusky Rivers and 
therefore able to move into the open lake.  While sampling has not 
shown large numbers, there has been documentation of some adult 
and juvenile fish, as well as fertilized eggs.  Some of the fish found 
are “triploid” and as they are not capable of reproducing, pose no 
major threat. Others found are “diploid” which can reproduce and 
therefore must not be allowed to establish a population. 
As with the other carp species, the Grass Carp can grow very large 
and eats heavily on most all types of vegetation.  It will destroy 
wetlands, spawning and nursery habitat for native fish, and greatly 
reduce food resources for water birds and other aquatic wildlife.  
State and federal agencies have developed a rapid response system 
in the Sandusky Bay that is activated when a tagged Grass Carp 
is detected via a wide-spread transponder array. Nets are used to 
gather up the carp swimming with the tagged fish. Untagged fish 
are analyzed and then destroyed; the tagged fish are released so that 
movement of additional fish can be detected. This project is funded 
in part through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).  Please 
thank your legislators for their support of this continued invaluable 
funding as you encourage them to learn about and act to protect the 
Great Lakes from all species of Asian Carp.  
By Captain Dave Spangler

You’re Literally Drinking Plastic.
When you drink water, beverages made with water, eat fish, or 
consume food processed with water, you’re almost certainly ingesting 
tiny particles of plastic along with it. These fragments are known as 
microplastics. 
Microplastic particles can accumulate PCBs, styrene, and other 
chemicals that are linked to harmful health effects, including 
cancer, a weakened immune system, reproductive problems and 
developmental delays in children.
Over time, Lake Erie’s waves can break these plastics down into 
progressively smaller pieces, becoming “microplastics”- which 
never go away.  Because microplastics are so tiny, they can make 

their way past water treatment facilities and into our water supply 
-  the source of water used in food processing, bottling water, beer 
and other beverages.  
Lake Erie Foundation encourages consumers to skip single use 
plastics such as water bottles, straws, and plastic grocery bags. 
Pledging to switch to reusable bottles, bags and containers; and to 
“skip the straw” are steps you can take today to help save Lake Erie 
– the source of drinking water for 11 million people.
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Thank You To Our 2019 LEF Members!
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Thank You To Our 2019 Donors!The 2020 Cleveland Boat Show Was a Success!

Thousands of Big Head and Silver Carp are in the Illinois Waterway and are now less than 55 miles from Lake Michigan.  They are just a few 
miles south of dispersal barriers, currently the only detriment keeping them from reaching the Great Lakes.
Both the Big Head and Silver Carp are filter feeders, primarily eating phytoplankton and zooplankton; up to 40% of their body weight a day.  
At this rate, native fish cannot find enough food to grow or even survive.  There are examples where these carp have already decimated native 
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